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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 are pending in this Office Action. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The applicant's oath/declaration has been reviewed by the examiner and is found 
to conform to the requirements prescribed in 37 C.F.R. 1,63. 

Drawings 

3. The applicant's drawings submitted are acceptable for examination purpose. 

Priority 

4. As required by MP.E.P. 201 .14(c), acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim 
for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) based on Foreign Application JAPAN 
2003-33999 filed on 02/12/2003. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
. 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 1, 2 and 4-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ogihara etal. (US Pub No. 2004/0117547 A1). 

As per claim 1 . Ogihara et al. discloses "a recording medium having recorded 
thereon a contents file and a database file, along with contents data, said contents file 
having stored therein contents data and supplementary data matched to said contents 
data, said database file having stored therein supplementary data matched to said 
contents data" as FIG. 6 is a file configuration diagram showing an example of files 
created by the audio CD file system (paragraph [0028]) referred as a recording medium; 
FIG. 6 shows presence of a total of 14 audio data files in correspondence with the fact 
that 14 tracks corresponding to 14 musical pieces are recorded on the CD-DA. Each of 
the 14 audio data files corresponds to the entity of audio data in a unit of a track 
recorded on the CD-DA (paragraph [0153]) referred as a contents file; and as is well 
known, sub-code is inserted and recorded on a CD-DA together with digital audio data. 
Text data can be inserted as information to be stored in a sub-coding frame including 
the sub-code. This data is so-called CD-text information and includes data that it is 
considered appropriate to present by text according to recorded contents of the CD-DA, 
such for example as an album name of the CD-DA, a name of an artist, and a title name 
of each track (paragraph [0187]) referred as database file. 



As per claim 2 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the recording medium according to 
claim 1 wherein the data size of said supplementary data stored in said contents file and 
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the data size of the supplementary data stored in said database file are prescribed to 
maintain the identity of said data stored in said contents file and the supplementary data 
stores in said database file" as necessary information as the attribute information 
related to the CD-DA is data size of tracks indicated as an attribute within a list of files 
as the tracks and information stored in a disk/track information file (disc.inf) as will be 
described later with reference to FIG. 6. These pieces of information can be generated 
"on the basis of contents of the TOC recorded on the CD-DA. Thus, by issuing the 
command CD-ROM read toe, obtaining the TOC, and knowing the contents of the TOC, 
the audio CD file system 213 obtains information on the number of files or tracks, data 
size of each track, and attributes, for example, and is consequently able to generate 
and obtain attribute information including these pieces of information (paragraph 
[01 07]); as shown in FIG. 7, the contents of the disk/track information file (disc.inf) are 
roughly divided into disk information and track info. The disk information is an area for 
storing information on the data as a whole recorded on the CD-DA. In the area, ftno or 
information indicating a first track number and Itno or information indicating a last track 
number are stored, each having a predetermined data size (paragraphs [0160] - 
[0161]). 

As per claim 4 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the recording medium according to 
claim 1 wherein said recording medium is a disc-shaped recording medium on which 
recording is made by a recording head" as a disk drive 19 in this case is a so-called CD- 
ROM drive. The disk drive 19 has an optical head, a spindle motor, a reproduced signal 
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processing unit, a servo circuit, and the like. The disk drive 19 can read data from a disk 
medium conforming to a CD format. That is, the disk drive 19 can read data from a CD- 
ROM, a CD-DA, and the like (paragraph [0043]). 

As per claim 5 . Ogihara et al. discloses "a recording method comprising 
recording, on a predetermined recording medium, a contents file having stored 
therein supplementary data for contents data, along with said contents data; and 

recording, on said predetermined recording medium, a database file having 
stored therein supplementary data matched to said contents data" as FIG. 6 is a file 
configuration diagram showing an example of files created by the audio CD file system 
(paragraph [0028]) referred as a recording medium; FIG. 6 shows presence of a total of 
14 audio data files in correspondence with the fact that 14 tracks corresponding to 14 
musical pieces are recorded on the CD-DA. Each of the 14 audio data files corresponds 
to the entity of audio data in a unit of a track recorded on the CD-DA (paragraph [0153]) 
referred as a contents file; as is well known, sub-code is inserted and recorded on a 
CD-DA together with digital audio data. Text data can be inserted as information to be 
stored in a sub-coding frame including the sub-code. This data is so-called CD-text 
information and includes data that it is considered appropriate to present by text 
according to recorded contents of the CD-DA, such for example as an album name of 
the CD-DA, a name of an artist, and a title name of each track (paragraph [0187]) 
referred as database file; FIG. 8 represents processing operation when such ripping 
software performs ripping. The processing represented in FIG. 8 is realized by for 
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example starting the ripping software on the system controlling OS and executing a 
program. It is assumed that before the processing represented in FIG. 8, a CD-DA has 
already been loaded into the disk drive 19 and mount processing for the loaded CD-DA 
has already been completed. That is, from the side of the OS and the ripping software in 
the application layer 100, contents recorded on the CD-DA can be recognized as files 
as shown in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, for example (paragraph [0192]); and a file configuration 
obtained by mounting the audio CD file system is not limited to that shown in FIG. 6. 
The contents of the disk/track information file (disc.inf), in particular, are not limited to 
those shown in FIG. 7, and various contents are conceivable (paragraph [0224]). 

As per claim 6 , Ogihara et al. discloses "a recording apparatus for recording, on 
a predetermined recording medium, a contents file and a database file, said contents 
file having stored therein contents data and supplementary data matched to said 
contents data, said database file having stored therein supplementary data matched to 
said contents data" as FIG. 6 is a file configuration diagram showing an example of files 
created by the audio CD file system (paragraph [0028]) referred as a recording medium; 
FIG. 6 shows presence of a total of 14 audio data files in correspondence with the fact 
that 14 tracks corresponding to 14 musical pieces are recorded on the CD-DA. Each of 
the 14 audio data files corresponds to the entity of audio data in a unit of a track 
recorded on the CD-DA (paragraph [0153]) referred as a contents file; as is well known, 
sub-code is inserted and recorded on a CD-DA together with digital audio data. Text 
data can be inserted as information to be stored in a sub-coding frame including the 
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sub-code. This data is so-called CD-text information and includes data that it is 
considered appropriate to present by text according to recorded contents of the CD-DA, 
such for example as an album name of the CD-DA, a name of an artist, and a title name 
of each track (paragraph [0187]) referred as database file; FIG. 8 represents processing 
operation when such ripping software performs ripping. The processing represented in 
FIG. 8 is realized by for example starting the ripping software on the system controlling 
OS and executing a program. It is assumed that before the processing represented in 
FIG. 8, a CD-DA has already been loaded into the disk drive 19 and mount processing 
for the loaded CD-DA has already been completed. That is, from the side of the OS and 
the ripping software in the application layer 100, contents recorded on the CD-DA can 
• be recognized as files as shown in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, for example (paragraph [0192]); 
and a file configuration obtained by mounting the audio CD file system is not limited to 
that shown in FIG. 6. The contents of the disk/track information file (disc.inf), in 
particular, are not limited to those shown in FIG. 7, and various contents are 
conceivable (paragraph [0224]). 

As per claim 7 , Ogihara et al. discloses "a reproducing apparatus comprising" 
"readout means for reading out, from a recording medium having recorded 
thereon a contents file and a database file, said contents file having stored therein 
supplementary data matched to contents data, along with said contents data, said 
database file having stored therein supplementary data matched to said contents data, 
said supplementary data stored in said contents file; and" as ripping in this case refers 
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to reading audio data in a unit of a track recorded on a CD-DA loaded in the disk drive 
19, converting the audio data into a compressed audio data file as required, and then 
storing the audio data as an audio data file on the HDD 21. The ripping software has a 
program for allowing the CPU 1 1 to perform processing for such ripping. The ripping 
software further includes programs for managing audio data files stored on the HDD 21 
by ripping and for allowing processing such for example as reproduction and editing to 
be performed (paragraph [0191]) wherein audio data referred as contents data; and at a 
next step S103, whether the track specified for ripping by the user operation is allowed 
to be copied is determined on the basis of contents of the disk/track information file 
(disc.inf) read at the step S102 (paragraph [0196]). 

"outputting means for outputting the supplementary data read out by said readout 
means" as the audio-only file system according to the present invention functions to 
read disk-related information (TOC) from an audio-only disk-shaped recording medium 
and generate a disk-related information file having contents as additional information 
related to the audio-only disk-shaped recording medium. By referring to the disk-related 
information file, the application software operating on the audio-only disk-shaped 
recording medium can for example properly read (or write) data and process the read 
data and perform such processing at a higher level (paragraphs [0235] - [0236]). 

As per claim 8 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the reproducing apparatus according to 
claim 7 further comprising 

reproducing means for said contents data; 
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said readout means also reading out the contents data stored in said contents 
file; said reproducing means reproducing the contents data read out from said readout 
means" as ripping in this case refers to reading audio data in a unit of a track recorded 
on a CD-DA loaded in the disk drive 19, converting the audio data into a compressed 
audio data file as required, and then storing the audio data as an audio data file on the 
HDD 21. The ripping software has a program for allowing the CPU 1 1 to perform 
processing for such ripping. The ripping software further includes programs for 
managing audio data files stored on the HDD 21 by ripping and for allowing processing 
such for example as reproduction and editing to be performed (paragraph [0191]) 
wherein audio data referred as contents data; and at the step S104, processing for 
subjecting the audio data of the specified track read from the CD-DA to data 
compression according to a predetermined format as required, transferring the audio 
data to the HDD 21 , and writing the audio data as an audio file to the HDD 21 is also 
started (paragraph [0202]). 

As per claim 9 , Ogihara et al. discloses "a reproducing apparatus comprising" 
"readout means for reading out, from a recording medium having recorded 
thereon a contents file and a database file, said contents file having stored therein 
contents data and supplementary data matched to said contents data, said database file 
having stored therein said supplementary data matched to said contents data, said 
supplementary data stored in said database file; and" as ripping in this case refers to 
reading audio data in a unit of a track recorded on a CD-DA loaded in the disk drive 19, 
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converting the audio data into a compressed audio data file as required, and then 
storing the audio data as an audio data file on the HDD 21. The ripping software has a 
program for allowing the CPU 1 1 to perform processing for such ripping. The ripping 
software further includes programs for managing audio data files stored on the HDD 21 
by ripping and for allowing processing such for example as reproduction and editing to 
be performed (paragraph [0191]) wherein audio data referred as contents data; and at a 
next step S103, whether the track specified for ripping by the user operation is allowed 
to be copied is determined on the basis of contents of the disk/track information file 
(disc.inf) read at the step S102 (paragraph [0196]). 

"outputting means for outputting the supplementary data read out by said readout 
means" as the audio-only file system according to the present invention functions to 
read disk-related information (TOC) from an audio-only disk-shaped recording medium 
and generate a disk-related information file having contents as additional information 
related to the audio-only disk-shaped recording medium. By referring to the disk-related 
information file, the application software operating on the audio-only disk-shaped 
recording medium can for example properly read (or write) data and process the read 
data and perform such processing at a higher level (paragraphs [0235] - [0236]). 

As per claim 10 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the reproducing apparatus according 
to claim 9 further comprising 

reproducing means for said contents data; 
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said readout means also reading out the contents data stored in said contents 
file; said reproducing means reproducing the contents data read out from said readout 
means" as ripping in this case refers to reading audio data in a unit of a track recorded 
on a CD-DA loaded in the disk drive 19, converting the audio data into a compressed 
audio data file as required, and then storing the audio data as an audio data file on the 
HDD 21. The ripping software has a program for allowing the CPU 11 to perform 
processing for such ripping. The ripping software further includes programs for 
managing audio data files stored on the HDD 21 by ripping and for allowing processing 
such for example as reproduction and editing to be performed (paragraph [0191]) 
wherein audio data referred as contents data; and at the step S104, processing for 
subjecting the audio data of the specified track read from the CD-DA to data 
compression according to a predetermined format as required, transferring the audio 
data to the HDD 21 , and writing the audio data as an audio file to the HDD 21 is also 
started (paragraph [0202]). 

As per claim 11 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the reproducing apparatus according 
to claim 9 wherein a plurality of contents data are recorded on said recording medium; 
said outputting means forming said supplementary data into a list and displaying the 
resulting list; there being provided selecting means for selectively reading out at least 
one of said supplementary data displayed on said outputting means; the contents data 
matched to the supplementary data selected being read out from said recording 
medium and reproduced" as when the CPU 11 supplies a display processing unit 16 
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with display information in accordance with various operation states, input states, and 
communication states, the display processing unit 16 makes the display monitor 17 
perform display operation on the basis of the supplied display data. In the case of the 
present embodiment, for example, the display monitor 17 displays a GUI screen for 
managing and reproducing an audio file according to a program of a ripping application 
as application software for reproducing and managing ripped audio files (paragraphs 
[0041] -[0042]). 

As per claim 12 . Ogihara et al. discloses "a reproducing apparatus comprising" 
"readout means for selectively reading out, from a recording medium having 
recorded thereon a contents file and a database file, said contents file having stored 
therein contents data and supplementary data matched to said contents data, said 
database file having stored therein said supplementary data matched to said contents 
data, said supplementary data stored in said contents file or said supplementary data 
stored in said database file; and" as ripping in this case refers to reading audio data in a 
unit of a track recorded on a CD-DA loaded in the disk drive 19, converting the audio 
data into a compressed audio data file as required, and then storing the audio data as 
an audio data file on the HDD 21 . The ripping software has a program for allowing the 
CPU 1 1 to perform processing for such ripping. The ripping software further includes 
programs for managing audio data files stored on the HDD 21 by ripping and for 
allowing processing such for example as reproduction and editing to be performed 
(paragraph [0191]) wherein audio data referred as contents data; and at a next step 
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S103, whether the track specified for ripping by the user operation is allowed to be 
copied is determined on the basis of contents of the disk/track information file (disc.inf) 
read at the step S102 (paragraph [0196]). 

"outputting means for outputting the supplementary data read out by said readout 
means" as the audio-only file system according to the present invention functions to 
read disk-related information (TOC) from an audio-only disk-shaped recording medium 
and generate a disk-related information file having contents as additional information 
related to the audio-only disk-shaped recording medium. By referring to the disk-related 
information file, the application software operating on the audio-only disk-shaped 
recording medium can for example properly read (or write) data and process the read 
data and perform such processing at a higher level (paragraphs [0235] - [0236]). 

As per claim 13 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the reproducing apparatus according 
to claim 12 further comprising 

reproducing means for said contents data; 

said readout means also reading out contents data stored in said contents file; 
said reproducing means reproducing the contents data read out from said readout 
means" as ripping in this case refers to reading audio data in a unit of a track recorded 
on a CD-DA loaded in the disk drive 19, converting the audio data into a compressed 
audio data file as required, and then storing the audio data as an audio data file on the 
HDD 21. The ripping software has a program for allowing the CPU 11 to perform 
processing for such ripping. The ripping software further includes programs for 
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managing audio data files stored on the HDD 21 by ripping and for allowing processing 
such for example as reproduction and editing to be performed (paragraph [0191]) 
wherein audio data referred as contents data; and at the step S104, processing for 
subjecting the audio data of the specified track read from the CD-DA to data 
compression according to a predetermined format as required, transferring the audio 
data to the HDD 21, and writing the audio data as an audio file to the HDD 21 is also 
started (paragraph [0202]). 

As per claim 14 . Ogihara et al. discloses "the reproducing apparatus according 
to claim 12 wherein a plurality of contents data are recorded on said recording medium; 
said outputting means forming said supplementary data into a list and displaying the 
resulting list; there being provided selecting means for selectively reading out at least 
one of said supplementary data displayed on said outputting means; the contents data 
matched to the supplementary data selected being read out from said recording 
medium and reproduced' as when the CPU 11 supplies a display processing unit 16 
with display information in accordance with various operation states, input states, and 
communication states, the display processing unit 16 makes the display monitor 17 
perform display operation on the basis of the supplied display data. In the case of the 
present embodiment, for example, the display monitor 17 displays a GUI screen for 
managing and reproducing an audio file according to a program of a ripping application 
as application software for reproducing and managing ripped audio files (paragraphs 
[0041] -[0042]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogihara 
et al. in view of Yodo (US Pub No. 2001 /004731 7 A1 ). 

As per claim 3 , Ogihara et al. discloses "the recording medium according to 
claim 1 wherein said contents data are digital audio data," as FIG. 6 shows presence of 
a total of 14 audio data files in correspondence with the fact that 14 tracks 
corresponding to 14 musical pieces are recorded on the CD-DA. Each of the 14 audio 
data files corresponds to the entity of audio data in a unit of a track recorded on the CD- 
DA (paragraph [0153]) "said supplementary data is data of the title, artist's name and 
the album name," as is well known, sub-code is inserted and recorded on a CD-DA 
together with digital audio data. Text data can be inserted as information to be stored in 
a sub-coding frame including the sub-code. This data is so-called CD-text information 
and includes data that it is considered appropriate to present by text according to 
recorded contents of the CD-DA, such for example as an album name of the CD-DA, a 
name of an artist, and a title name of each track (paragraph [0187]). 
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Ogihara et al. does not explicitly disclose "wherein the data of said title, said data 
of the artist's name and said data of the album name are held in respective different 
database files". However, Yodo discloses as FIG. 5 shows the state where n music 
albums are recorded on the HDD 15. Management files AL (AL1 to AL(n)) 
corresponding to the respective albums are formed. Music tunes recorded on each 
album are stores as audio files, while corresponding to the management file AL 
(paragraph [0100]); and the management file AL(*) includes various kinds of 
management information related to the corresponding one or plural audio files and 
related information files, and is used for reproduction, shift, duplication and editing of 
each audio file and related information file. For example, the management file AL1 
contains management information for the whole group of files constituting a certain 
album, management information related to the respective audio files AL1-M1, AL1-M2, 
AL1-M3, . . . , and management information related to the related information file AL1ad 
(paragraph [0104]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Yodo teaching of information communicating between an 
distribution/accounting center and a recording/reproducing device into Ogihara et al. 
system in order to provide information to be used in the recording/reproducing device 
(Yodo, paragraph [0028] lines 8-9). 
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Conclusion 

9. The following prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is 
cited to establish the level of skill in the applicant's art and those arts considered 
reasonably pertinent to applicant's disclosure. See MPEP 707.059(c). 

US-6,675,179 B2 
US-2005/0203992 A1 
US-7,206,792 B2 

10. The examiner requests, in response to this Office Action, support is shown for 
language added to any original claims on amendment and any new claims. That is, 
indicate support for newly added claim language by specifically pointing to page(s) and 
line number(s) in the specification and/or drawing figure(s). This will assist the 
examiner in prosecuting the application. 

1 1 . When responding to this Office Action, applicant is advised to clearly point out 
the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present, in view of the state of 
the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. He or she must also 
show how the amendments avoid such references or objections See 37 CFR 1.1 1 1(c). 
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Contact Information 



1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bai D. Vu whose telephone number is 571-270-1751. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 7:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christian Chace can be reached on 571-272-4190. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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